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Riley gears up
for another
Classic effort

Gruelling
event thrill
defending champ

RITA MINGO
FORTHE CALGARY HERALD

chuyler Riley refers to it as 2
‘marathon for se and

be feeling at the finis

“For me, it was huge,” recalled Riley,
the Wellington, Fla, rider who enters
today’s prestigious Chrysler Classic
Derby (215 pm.) as the defending

champion.
“Tve always loved that event. s ane
of my favounics, There’s rally noth-
ing like it around the world. And I had
a horse I felt really confident on and [

He and I rose
to the occasion on that day and i was

e opportunity to
o S o e otk o e
sometime perilous, butnever
even, with horses and riders covering
935 metresof ground.

“There are 16 obstacles, but what ob-
stacles! The Devil's Dyke heads the list
of jumps terrifying to both the inexpe-
rienced rider and horse. But there's
the dry ditch, the double Liver-

Calgary Herald Archive
Schuyler Riley rides Opus Sept t
victory in the'04 Chrysler Classic.

ool and the most enensive compet-

about earning your money, and
what remuneration it is. The generous
share for claiming the s75.000 derby
isgiB oo

— the erse on whom she
pnsLed one clear round during Satur-

s time s
2 she had to Tely on
Opus Sept o over-
come the gruelling
course. The
Lvear-old Belgian
warmblood _didn'

to the rider
»
SchuvER RiLEY

vho was also the 2003 North Ameri-
can champion with Iian, as

scribed what she believes it takes to
win such a unique event.

“The horse has to be very fit. You
can' just pul one out of the stable.
They have to be brave and they have
o listen to the rider, which is maybe a

horses at this year's tournament. The
lion's share of atention is bound to
go to Olympic champion Rodrigo
Pessoa of Brazil, who will look to cop
the Spruce Meadows derby double s
he was ihe victor in the 2005 Shell

p.

American Richard Spooner won the
2002 Classic with Robinson, a horse he
also has here this year. Previous win-

Fuchs in 2003 and Calgarian John An-
dersonin 2001
“Tve always wanted to jump a clear

round in a deroy” ch\lckkd Riley, 3.
“Maybe we'll do itagain”
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JoHnson:
Finkelman is Rocky Balboa
inriding breeches

RTH AMERICAN

Dean Bicknel Calgary Herakd

of NY.
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Special week doesn’t pan out
for Henselwood, Special Ed

LAUREN MacGILLIVRAY
Cavgarr Henan

‘week she expect
= mmld from _ Oxford
'Mills, OnL. who's made a steady
climb in world rankings, had confi-
dently set out to defend her North
American champion tidle at Spruce
teadows

]’l]l Henselwiood st having he

She e horsepower to do it
b, after solid periormances in the
Previous tree tournaments at the
adows, she and Special Ed are
struggling.
“1 gave him lots of rest, T upped his

day,
e ouns on Satundey and e Geroy
onSunday.

“Today, he came up and the parades

juse eite e cock ower T Mlae
surll by and saps Finkelman on the
shoulder in cor

s mpossibie ot to oot for he
quy. inrid-
ng breeches. The ulimaic outsider

tional Ring had to wait until earlier

“I¢’s been a week of firsts, actually”
he said, beami

“Tve had Kimber 1Wo years now, and
he's been so wonderful for me. An

straight out of the blue, There was
certainly no indication of What Was on
the horizon. On Thursday, actually,

Kimber, Finkelmar’s 1-year-old

lot of other ho
helped me take the initial steps, but
e’ the one who's i xggybaplnzdmeuv
ople Who own.all
{he horse Tide Fave peen support

nt him for a ter-
rible tumble (“He ms.s.m an doing
one thing. | asked him for another.
Hiav to i, e was ighe”).

ft like to refer to

ng:
competition.

“To be out on that course, competing
in this field, in that quality of class, is

himselfas a chronic wortier. “Td
Eaherhesays, self deprecatingly,
“e called intense. ~

though thata yearago ere,so keyed

advanced to
the QE ITs Toney 12 by incurring only
single time ol duringthe st

“lnibesecond,

upby
he allowed ground of tne Mudnws

lng:
didn't go sowell, suffering six foiT

reda seven, good for that
ninth-place positioning and a $3.300
e Friday and Saturdaylatthe chegue,
Canada One)” he re Not that the money is what he'll e-
s oy a ke D O member years from now.
Sunday, I'went to the hospital. [didn't  Darren Finkelman may not have
Twas scheduled to i here he

compete in the International Ring the
next week, and that had always been a

came, he wasn't out of line in claiming
victory.

‘mine insisted.
T Thad

pecially 0ne & a famous a this one,

suffered a heart attack 48 hours ear-

uam”hemg]m"nmm

lier: The

fairy tale? Sure.

onship: sday's Enerllex Cup.

Thursday’s Direct Energy, S

ATCO Power Queen Flizabeth 11 Cup
ler

Heading into the cmsm Clzs;m
Henselwood has a change

for Special Ed: “He doesn't gn it
mins tonight and tomorrow. He's go-
ing to have 2 litle more exercise in
the mOrning to try and get him so he
settles”

British nders reach million

British Michael
Whtkaker 4 Nick” Shelton fve
made the million-dollar clubat Spruce:

eadows.

Through their success at the sum-
mer tournament series, they've joined
just nine other athletés who've sur-

Sood she sramillion mark n career
camings, over the 3o-year ournamen:

48 hour “That Y
eton ot recovery T was Siniein story, wouldn't it?” A happy shrug. s, very oo, bt 1 dorst know
shock, to tell you the truth. Thad a oy T eoultt eliver sty for | where s all faner” ckled Whiaker,
stent put in,a little tube, because one > a g5-year- !.dmeN tinghamshire,
artery was Bo o 90 per centblocked™  Dom't give ita second thought. The | the

plenty i “Whitaker passed he mark earlier in

week, but was advised againsticgiven
the health issucs.

OGO D W ESTCoM

the tour, after strong performances at

the National and Continental.

Dean Bicknel Calgary Herakl

Veteran lan Milar, of Prth, Ont., aboard InStyle.on Saturday, s Spruce
iows' all

\ings leadiar

Skelmn reached the club after win-
RBC Financial Group World
uf o Esso Challenge during the

e tournament

Tan Millar of Derth, O, leads the
all-time earnings with more than s2
il

Rlders' Cupbattle looms
e winner of the Calgary Herald

ll\den'CllDwﬂlhedeqdcd oday.

Introduuced in 1999, the Riders’ Cup
pits three teams against each other in
match play over nine international
events.

‘Team captains choose the matchups

For each manch idens receive points
hree poins for the winner, two for
e for

ot team i e most points will
be awarded $30,000.
Gem Twist, captained by

‘with more than $2 million.

American John Madden, is leading
ith 4 pois Mion, headed by Ger-
many's Pedro Cebulka, i siting sec-
ond with s0. ail Gree-
n.my. e SRS Ezg Ben, with

Culmre and mmpeliﬁon

and Hong Kong, It's a competitive and
cultural tour for riders at least 17 years
.

teams travelled across
Eamaanﬂ ‘will end their 18-day tour
inCalgary:
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